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A huge problem…

● 85% of the population earn <  $5.9/day 

● 100 million suffer financial, social & health risks

● 312 tons of single-use plastic/month

● 0.8 million tons of plastic waste/year

● 31% of used plastics ends in the ocean or landfill



… and a complex problem
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Proposed intervention… 

Provide them with earning opportunities utilizing local resources,

Provide them with enough opportunities to recycle locally generated wastes,

Inculcate recycling behaviour among them. 



Combined reduction of poverty and waste… 

Urban Poor

● Poverty rate: 28%

● 9 Million people

● Out of which 4 Million are 

extreme poor

Target: 78% of plastic waste

Rural Poor

● Poverty rate is 36%

● 47 Million people

Target: 22% of plastic waste



A business model ...
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..with a human – friendly design 
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Current Progress: Pre-Test Phase



How people are reacting to it?



“In 2 years we aim to improve the lives of 0.5 million 
people in Bangladesh and reduce plastic pollution by 

10 percent.”



Potential in our holistic approach for future 

interventions to 

• Give the poor a greater stake in the business 

• Build resilience to future shocks such as climate 

catastrophes

• Make the local economy more sustainable 

… and a  foundation on which to build

…a more sustainable world.



“Are we doing enough to build a Sustainable World?
If not, then why not start today with Bottle Economy?”


